= Isabel ivams o the Orchard House

In 1918, when we btought our hcoe, 7% Plzasant Street, Fingham, a high
trellis enclosed the lawn and gardsa, his, we removed as soon 8s possible.
¥y flrst mssting with Isabel Iizrirs, who llved across the street from us,

was when she arnearcd at our dour ore uorning., Yith whit a pleasant smille
ghe grezted me, sayins that she wanted to welcome me to the neighborhood
and to tell me how glad whe was that w~e had taken down the trellis, "Now,"
she said, "I can look across thie lawn to your garden, and can enjoy the
far-reaching view of the meadows to the south." I immediately felt that

I wished to lmow this ncirshbor well, Thils first meeting dsveloped into a
friendship that lasted until her death in 1932,

This was in the summer of ‘orld “jar I, and every mornine, Dr, Yoward, with
our children and me for an audience, raised the ™lag in front of our house,
We had had our ceremony only a 2w mornings, when we looked across the
street to Miss Hyamst!, There, in the corner of her orchard, nearest to us,
stood Miss Frvems and a group of her girls, asaluting the fl2g, as Dr, Fowsrd
raised it to the neak of the vole, Then the girls turned and silantly
filed back, with !"iss Hyams, to tleir places at the breakfast table, built
aground the base of the old 2onle trer, This ceremony was repeated every
merning cduring that Suuzner. N

Littie by little. T dearned Visz B smpa' inte=wsesta and achievyencnss,  Ih
writing this article, I have taken dzta of Ni:s Hysms' life from notes on
record in the files of the alumni issociation of the Massachusetts Institua:s
of Technolosy. ~or the pesrsonal accounts of 1life at the "Loulsa I, ilcoit
27lub" on Oswero Street, Boston and at the "Orchard House" in HinchaywI ar
indetbted to thre2 of the "children"=--now midile-azed and grandmothers, wid
belonsed to the Club in its earliesst davys. These are thrse of the

Novoirod sistars, Dorotky Tewis, Trances Sruvatis and Jennie Glazer, "Jenale
lent me vhotographs; "Dora" and "Fannie" answersd my many questionj and I
am taking their aenswers almost word for worde .

Miss Issbel F. Hvams was the dauvghter of Solomon M. 2nd Clara C. Eyams.

‘they lived in a large house on Wales Stre~t in Do chester, built 1n the days
of besutirul estates in that sectiocn. Later, the heouse wss sold and Tsabel
and her sister, Sarah, lived on Jamaica "awy, in an apartment overlocking
Jameica Fond, Miss Pvuamrs was a member of the class of 188E of the lsa:sa-
chucetts Tnstitute of Tecrnology. Tor mary yasrs there«fter, sle "ias
agsociated with I'rs, Ellen Richards, assist nt Trofessor oi Sanitary
Chemistry at the Institute, in her laboratery work relatins to Public Fealtl.

The pionszer effort of I'iss Fy-ms in social end education work was the T.oulse
M. Alcott Club, which she founded in 1805, together with Marion xstschisky
Thrlich and Francks Stern, at 15 Csego Streat in the South “nd of Boston.

Tt was through the insoiration and encouragement of Misc Hyams, that this
sare Frances Gtern¥continued her work in Dietetics, until she beceame 2n
guthority in rutrition Zducation, not only throughfout this Country, but

abroad, also,

through slubs and cluszes of children of all ages, MNiss Fysms scanted the
nrincinlss of Home Nconomics to the childts physical develoowent, with
extension work into the home for the parert s. In 1905, an exhibit of this
sork 8t tva Fth Tnternaticnal Songress 1n “'ashington, was given a snaeilal
gward medal, ‘“hese lessons in Domestic Sclence wzare a fore-runner of the
novement known &s Health #Zducatiocne

i



She was tha benefactor ond orime mover in meny aptivitiee palatine to the

cure of turerculosise Tor twenty-sevan ye rs, she wss clerk of the poston
Tuberculosis rs=ociation. ahe was 2 teader in catablishing the Prendargast
ppeventorium for children at pattansn -nd of the Srheltered viorks op for
discharged T.B. natisnts wro are aneble imrediately to enpgage in industrial
occupations under.competitive condicions.

The Louisa M. alcott Club at 17 Csw~go atpeet was financed by Miss Fyams.
Everything was done, not only to interest +«nd make the children Lappy, but
they were taught Wways to tring beauty into their homes with small expense.
#4111y Nathan joined the Clup in its early days, and later was Miss Fyams
devo ted Secretary, as long as she lived. ‘orether, they c-rried up dirt

to the third floor of the Club House for sindow boxes, so that flower sceds
could be vlanted to make the wrole house attractive, The area between
cswego and Genesee streets was most untidy and the children were taught to
show how much better the place looked 1f it were kept cleaned up, The boys
of the club were given white uniforms and picked uD the trash and put 1t
into their wheelbarrowse Cooking and simple crafts, includ.ng basket weav=
ing, were taurhte Tach child was ziven her own cooking equipment, with
kettlas, plates, cups, knives, forks nnd Spoonse. One of the girls told

me trat their first lesson was ta leavn how to cook noodles--2 wise cholee
with,ajgood crance of attaining successi Many opportunities were given

the members~--among other tlings, on the first Tuesday of each month
Miss Hyams hired professional pusicians to give club members an evening

of good musice.

For a summer ov two, Miss Fyams took the children to a farm in Concord
for a vacation. TIn 1901, she purctased the estate now numbered 36 Pleassnt
street, Fincham, and named the hcme "The Opchard House." “hat an ideal
place to coms to from the hot city} Towards the wsst of the house, Was
the orchard; pink with bloom in the snring and & pleasant reminder of the
red apples th2t would follow at harvest time. The high Feilinged house,
puilt about 1805, lent 1tself to the home for this club. = central hall
separated the two front rooms, with a wide porch towards the south and
west of the house, Miss Fyams?! living-room was the one to the west, with
the large dining—room>behind 4%, spd Ghe children's living-roocm was the
one to the wast side of the hall, Over the mantle was a large copy of

Raphael's "Madonne Della Segziola’.

Upstairs, there were four bed-rooms. The front south-west room was Miss
Hyams~ the front south-east room with four cots in i1t was in yellow with
nasturtiums on the wall: behind this was tne north-east room, with pink
ross buds on the four bedsnreads and on the walls apple trees in full
bloom, with boys and girls vlaying beneath the tre=se The other room to
the north-west had blue morninz glories on the walls and blue forget-me-
nots on the four bedspreads, “hat an opvortunity to pick fresh flowers
from tre garden to suit the color scheme for each roomi

"Any child who belonged to the Club and was willing to 70, had tre benefit
of & two weef¥s vacation at Hingham. Gherse were age grouns in the various
classes. The younzest may heve been from 5 = 73 another, & - 10 or ad 3

12 to 14 or 15; lastly 1R = 18 yearse The younzast always went to the
orcrard Fouss first, the oldest last. But even ofter leaving the club,

we had occascional re-unions at ¥ias fvaancit o B Rtejrn's Norece. Those
were always ranewals of friendship which gave us the opnortunity of remi-

nicing about the paste
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fopr eack child, I hav® alprazdw & sc-~iiwd how netty e2ch room was--the
rink rorm, the blue room and the yello: TOOTM,. cne drawer in the dresser
was allocatz3d fo = c.1ide In the cloxt in a2ch room, ware several hooks,
which ve A< SVen.y 2mong WUSe In keck of the door in the batrroom wers
just enough hooks for our Howels--ons o 4 child, The bsthroom w-s & ds -
1ightful and nrarming platee Painted write, 1ts benck with five w-ite
porcelalin bowls, .hile one washed at tre regular sink, five others washed
at th2 banch--then tre pemaining chilcdren took OVeTe This rocm was on tne
second floor, rignht orff the back stairs, AS a rule, we were never more
than twelve at a time at the Orcnard House."

" jecross the lawn and throuch the orchard, to the west of the house was a
pla yhouse, furnished with children's furniture, but big enough to be sat
on =nd enjoyed. This olayhous had tiree rooms--kitcl.en, livingroom and
bedroom, all beautifully Ffurnished, to draperies and rogs.”

npid we cook in the house: Tndeed we didl ‘hat excitement when we could
finally see the smoke coming through the tiny chimmey. In and out-in
and out we would run, just to make sure 3t was still cominge. Only three
at a tims were allowed to do this. Tne place was too small to allow for
mor e, but we all partook of the meal, Some were good, others not too
palatable. But it was fun} I 2lmost forg.t to add that we did have
dolls, in the living room, on the settee and one On the tiny linen ches%t

in the bedroome”

vy1lly Nathan seemed to have coms along with the elub since 1t was b nse
Next to Miss Stern, she was Miss Fyams' right arm. Milly's mother was
there for one sumrer only--that ‘vas the sumrer ¥ro Buchinani went to Italy
and came backwith a hasutiful bride., That summer, ¥illy and her mother
had the room off tre dining room. After }'r. Bucrinani's return, he and
his wife had a niceiy furnished room in the attic--1it was larger and more

convenient in many wayse"

-

"puring our rest hours, fairy ta:28, and later, short stories were read
to us. I doubt if many of us actuslly l1istened intentlye. wvg always picked

s sunny spot, and I doubt if the grass was ever too wet for an hour of
rest.” -

ngur trips to Yantasket on Tussdzys were always exciting occasions for

use A hearty lundh was always btsing prepared in tre kitcren--weather per-=
mitting=-and what a thrill when we were finally on our way to the trolly
care The ride 1taelf to the beich Was some thing we looked forward to with

great anticipatione <mat fun to get into the bathing suits which were not
too becoming to any of us--snd to run into the cold water wherse wé splashed
about to our hearts! content, Then for a sunny spot to dry: then to enjoy
the lunch we had been looking forward TOe How we ate. '/e Were young and
always hungrd at least, I always seemed to be, Miss FEyams and Viss Stern
always enjoyed watching me, as T =ilently enjoyed ¥y food, for my cheeks
glways became SO ros3y after each meal,"

"Then best of all--our visit to Faragon Purk, after we b2d taken ocur shover

at the bath house nd dressed agzine There we WeEre grested to two or three
aqusemsnts and an les-cream cone. That wss all paid for by Miss Fyamse 1
am certain Miss Hyams'® deligrt in simply wvatching us As we asgreamed on the
rollsr coaster or on tre Virginis Jeel was as grsat as ours; sne would
1augh se heartily that tre tears streomed dovn her cheeks."



'The yonngem classes_naid four cents dues--two cents on ‘luesaay and two
sents on ‘lhursday. ‘The older grouds from age 12 on, paid five cents a week

'Can mou r-call the lovely boucuets of forgat-me-nots which were sold at
;he staticn when ghe trsins ar-ived? “Then trese beautiful blgeflowers were
in bloom, "i¢ would pluck them in the evening, s we walked along that
~oad--Unics Street- over the tiney bridge and then on, as far as the then
Tordan's farm. g y

'During F@e ent?re surner, lir. and Mrs., Buchinzni lived at the Orihard
louse. FEis dutiss were to care for tre orcherds, flower and vegetable
;ardegngand to give loving care to the twin homses--one named "Isabellina"
iggetgio?ffgfb:S;ff?hina“, afFar Eiss gyams %nd har s%ster. 211 mesls

;eTe plaine 7 U'ies ¥yams, with the asd of ¥rs, Suchinani. Such delicious
eaig] DBut dessarts 2T alvays oreopzred by Miss Fyvams. Our two favorites
sepe steomed date pualing vith Tum £Izyored A-rd ssuce--the other, cottage
pucding, topped with hot crocolate ssuce, Fow geood they were, These wWere
tninss we dic net get at home, but you may be certain we have served ther
to our own famili=sso ~1so the table =t each mesl was set by the children--
each taking her turno “hat wonderful experisnces thoss were for us.

trnd don't rorzet our rides, oVery afternoon (if we were not at the beach
or oicking perries) in the surry with the fringe on top! How we jounced
along on the not too sm~oth roads of those davs--singing all the while!l
And with each jolt, our voices all a-tremble--1like an ooera singer. 7The
more vurrs the more Weé liked it. Hov veautiful and shiny Sarzphina and
Ts=bellina Weree. perraps they too enjoyed thate.

nginece its ipcenticn sand for ssveral years, ety boys becaﬂa@embers of tke
Club and for number of years, they cane to the Crchard Fous2. They slept
in the two attic rooms, which were simply but ccmfortably furnished. %e
got along nicely with them and at times they vere fun to be with. The
boys wers taught carpentry and simple rules of cooking.

nyn regard to our daily tasks while we were in Eirngham, it was always
nscessary for more than one girl to te agsigned to 2 job. The day we
ap-ived, we had our choice-=to help in tise kitchen and dining=-room--care
for tre batrroom and waxing front steips--nolishing btrass on doors--clean-
ing of bedrcoms and halls being done by the greater number.  For instances
T always preferred keeping the batirooni, front stairs, hall and copper
and brase spic end shalle 2lso, it was my duty anddelisht to ses to the
floral arrangements throuchout the house--&s meny as fiftsen different one.
each dare. Flowers in the garden VWere plentiful and the choice of color

gcremes was always & source of pleasure.for meoe

nToyards svening, there were times when Ve, 1ncluding Miss Hyams and Miss
stern, wesre asked to pick potato D7Z8 off the plants, or to pull weeds in
the garden. Rut most evenirg s, after a light, t=t always tasty meal, an®
efter =211 was £3adled uo, we would all take a stroll throurh the countrysic
after which, at eight T.Me>» when the bell was rung, it meant time to retir
A1l hands sné faces and teoth were scrunulcusly washed, Such a nice feek
jnz to gat into cur beds, f=eeling SO clean and ready for a good nights sie

n1n each bedroom, there was one large dresser, a comwode and =2 white cob
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Hark! T hear my Mother calling,
So, Good=b e, Hingham deale
(This was set Tvo music of an old songo )"

One time, I said to Migs Fyams, "Isab2l, how do you k=szp the girls in
sguch perfect order? 1 naver rear you ralse your voice." She laughed armd
said, "Why I don’t GO anything." Then I Xnew that she just smiled and
tre =irls felt instinctivaly, the understandine and love 6f her g»nirit.
1f anvons failed to comply with the rarulaticns of the house, whe wWas
told to go wunstairs.to ¥iss Wyams? room, .nd wait nehind the docr until
Miss Hyams cam? UDs Recéntly one of the girls told wes "I lored Miss
Hyams so ruch, that T would e naughty on purnoss, jnst to be along with
her upstairs. Arfter a little talk together, ond my promising to Try O
be better, she weuld sive me SOME goodies."
one summer, Tre locel payen stated, "The Jewrish Aprhenere has hasn coene’
for the sumrrer.' I-abel czlled my atterticn TO it nﬁd s2i1d;, “T?ac geskd
thepe wfere sever:l nationalities there, tut n~t one Jew amont TIE M.

Summsr went on in ths frchard Fouse until 1928, :
cae to Iszbarl =nd Jaralh FyumSe o e o el R e Gy et &)
a lapge Toriunl apnd S“he trvo sisters U2Te mit ia charqa G g 3
for ciaritable purposes Of the income of the Godfrey i, EyAm



Orchard HoO138 LSS Pl-asant S£r2.Ts wipsom was s old to the ~2lvh M.
robles, he liv @ uh e until June 16, 1956, when they aold it to the
Theodcre B. Hannis, +he present owners in 1956, MNiss Hyams' spirit of
helpfulness =>nd hoonitality was 2 part of the houseé, which not only
descended to the Lobles, wut sas corried cn b them. Throughout the
gsars, out-of-tovm automobiies n.culd step at tre Dobles and the well-
dressed occurants weuld get out, lock »cross the orchard to the play-
house, then Jmock ut thne door and sntroduce themselves as some of the
rehildren" who usesd to come tC the Orchard House years beforee '

So many avidences of ¥iss Tyams! neishborliness were constarbtly shown;
christmigy [~2L0RT, pirthdajs 7evre all r emembered, Cne Sevtember, she
2sked re Yo come over to make my aruve jelly in her kitchen, for her vines
had a lgeavy crope ren T arrived, 1 ssw on the stove, an eight guart
kettle of crane julze thot Tsabel znd ¥illy Natkan had slready prenared
for me to start my jelly! Th=zt &3 jost :ne 1nstance of her many thought-
ful deeds. Isstel gave gen=rously-=and unsolicitedl=to bthe bullding

of the Finghom Sirl Scomt Touse,. ftepr her death, rer sister Sarah

and Milly Wathan care down egach year to the girl Scout Christras tarkete
wiss Saran Hyams dled the cay .ftep Fearl Farbor, Decefber 194l.

The last tirme that 1 ssw I-arel Hyams, she was confined to her bed;

and only shortly hefore ste died, She had sn Ttallsan rrscelet put

on my wrist watch and as she put it on for me, ske told me that when I
wore it to think that she was clasping my hand. T know what the friend-
ship of Isabel Hyams did to inspire me and her influence is still a living

helpe

"Tgabel F., Hyams J3Ve her entire lilfe to the promrotion of work for tThe younsg

-

snd needy, the sick and the unfortunute. In selecting the obj=cts for
which she worked and gave, she looked only to the result @ which might De
accomplished and made no discrimination of race color ar creed."¥
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%From the Massachusetts Tnstitute of Technology Record , in the files
of -théetr Alurmi Associst ione



